
File Specs for Providing PDF Files for
Commercial Printing Presses

In order to protect digital file integrity between creators and end users Adobe has provided
the Graphic Industry with the PDF (portable document file) format. There are many ways to create
these type of files for different end users. This document will outline the settings needed to create
High Resolution PDF files for printing presses.

When creating native files in Quark, Pagemaker, etc there are a few settings to be aware of
to assure the results are achieved in the final piece. All color photos must be in cmyk color mode
and be at 300 dpi resolution. Bitmap photos need to be at 600 dpi resolution. Photoshop Duo-tones
import colors into page layout programs so these colors must remain the same names. An example
would be a Duo-tone using Black and PANTONE 123 CVC imported into Quark 4 will show up as
Black and PANTONE 123 CV. You must add the extra “C” to the end of the pantone color. Quark 5
the colors will end in “C” for coated or “U” for uncoated. Be sure all elements brought into the page
layout program are named exatly the same for each Spot color. This also holds true for ILLUSTRA-
TION Programs. All colors must be set to their proper mode for output. If the final output is to be 4/c
process then all spot colors must be changed to cmyk. If a spot color is to be used then leave it in
spot color mode.

Page sizes created should be to the final size used in the magazine. When postscript pages
are written include .125” bleeds and set the output size one inch bigger.

You will need a full version of Adobe Acrobat which includes Distiller to create PDF files. A
worth while investment is a plug-in for Acrobat that allows you to check for fonts, trim, colors, etc,
such as Pit-Stop.

On the following pages are screen captures of the necessary job settings needed  in Acrobat
Distiller to produce PDF files for printing.
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